Essay 2: The Tempest
Due: 

Rough Draft: I will not collect rough drafts, but if you want to discuss a draft of your paper with me, I would be more than happy to do so.  If you’re confused, make an appointment to meet with me.  I can help.  

Final Draft: Monday, April 8th   
Prompts:

Write an essay of approximately 1,200 words (4 to 5 pages) in response to one of the prompts below.  Your essay should contain a clear thesis statement.  In a critical essay, the thesis statement should be arguable: that is, a reasonable person should be able to disagree with it.  Something like, “Magic plays an important role in William Shakespeare’s The Tempest” would not be a good thesis.  Nobody would disagree with that statement.  Your thesis should be supported by quotations from the text.  Your job is to analyze this textual evidence in order to show how it supports your thesis.  No matter which prompt you choose, you should focus on the language of the play. Your essay should largely consist of analysis and interpretation. That is, focus not on what happens in the narratives but rather on the thematic significance, the ideas of the work under discussion.
1) Do a close reading of Prospero’s speech beginning at line 146 of Act 4, Scene 1 (“You do look, my son, in a moved sort…”).  Explicate the language of this passage (words, images, symbols, and tropes) to show how it expresses larger themes or ideas that are crucial to the play as a whole.  Part of your task is to persuade the reader that the passage is crucial to the scene and the play.
2) You may write about the prompt above using any other passage from the play.  Other good options are Trinculo’s speech in Act II, Scene II, lines 18-38 or Prospero’s epilogue.  Again, your focus must be on the language of the passage.  Show how it relates to the language of the play as a whole.  

3) Several characters in the play state their desire to be lord of the island, and each presents a vision of what their island society would look like.  Compare and contrast two or three of these visions, explaining how each character views power and order.  The goal of this essay is to show what The Tempest as a whole says about power and order. Questions to consider: How do characters of the play exert power over each other? Why do the characters from Naples and Milan seem to want to order and control the island, whereas Caliban and Ariel seem to live by different principles? 
Plagiarism:

 It is essential to remember that plagiarism is the intentional or unintentional appropriation of an author’s words, phrasing, and/or ideas. If you are paraphrasing or summarizing, you must be sure to cite the source, and make sure that you use your own words and phrasing, not those of the author. Using the author’s phrasing or vocabulary without directly quoting is considered plagiarism, even if you cite the source. Needless to say, any paper written by a friend, relative, spouse, or paper writing service is egregious plagiarism. Material found on the web is not everyone’s to share. Someone wrote it; if you use the ideas or words, you must cite the source. It is your responsibility to avoid plagiarism. Plagiarized papers, even if the plagiarism is unintentional, will likely receive an F, and any plagiarism judged to be intentional will result in both academic and disciplinary charges. In other words, when in doubt, cite the source. Please understand that it usually takes about ten seconds to figure out that a paper is plagiarized, and not much more than that to find the source using one of the plagiarism databases (such as Turnitin.com) now available to faculty. If you have any questions regarding sources and proper citation form, please ask in advance. I am happy to look at a specific passage that you have questions about, as long as you plan ahead (in other words, don’t come to my office an hour before the paper is due). Hunter College’s policies regarding plagiarism are spelled out in the Undergraduate Catalogue.

Format:

1) The entire essay should be formatted using the MLA’s guidelines.   You can find them here: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/01/ 
Your heading (name, date, course, etc.) should look exactly like the sample first page on this site.  

2) Cite all quotations from the play according to MLA guidelines (parenthetical notation).  

3) Double-space, set the left and right margins to one inch, and use 12-point Time New Roman font throughout.  

